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Summary 
This briefing from Think Global highlights findings from a YouGov survey of parents’ 

attitudes towards their children’s education. The results show that the 

overwhelming majority of parents of school-age children think it is important 

that schools teach about global issues such as environmental sustainability (84% 

of parents) and international poverty (73%).  

For policymakers this research indicates a strong demand from parents to ensure 

topics such as sustainable development, international development and 

learning about different cultures and communities are part of the taught 

curriculum. This can be achieved through a mix of specifying these where 

appropriate in the national curriculum, and also through giving teachers the space to 

respond to parental demands and to develop a global dimension to the curriculum in 

their school.  

However, research indicates that many teachers are not confident to teach about 

topics such as environmental sustainability or international poverty. Teacher 

training and professional development need to give teachers the skills and 

confidence to offer high quality teaching and learning about these topics. 

Combined with existing research about the demand for, and impact of, teaching 

about global issues, this new research presents compelling arguments to ensure our 

schools prepare young people to live, work and contribute in a globalised 

world.  



Parents believe that schools have a crucial 
role to play in preparing their children to 
live in a globalised world.  

Almost three-quarters of parents agree that it is important for schools to help young 

people to think globally (71%) and be responsible global citizens (72%). Parents 

think schools should be doing more to prepare young people to live in a globalised 

world; fewer than one in ten (7%) think schools should do less. 

Three-quarters of parents think it is important for young people to develop the 

capabilities that they will need to live and work in a globalised world, including: 

• openness to the cultures and perspectives of people from different places and 

backgrounds (79% say this is important); 

• learning to lead more environmentally sustainable lives (84%); 

• their knowledge about the causes of international poverty (73%); and 

• understanding the causes of mass migration, including migration to the UK 

(74%). 

The detail of this new research can be found in the full report What Parents Want: the 

role of schools in teaching about the wider world available from: www.think-

global.org.uk/resources/research.asp  

http://www.think-global.org.uk/resources/research.asp
http://www.think-global.org.uk/resources/research.asp
http://www.think-global.org.uk/resources/research.asp


Young people, teachers and the general 
public agree with parents about the 
importance of learning about the wider 
world. 

This new research chimes with existing findings: 

• Young people want to learn more about the wider world (Ipsos MORI, 2009a): 

o The great majority of Key Stage 3 students (93%) think it is important to 

learn about issues affecting different parts of the world, particularly how 

the world they live in may change. 

o Two-thirds of 11-14 year olds (63%) think that not enough time is spent 

learning about the wider world in school. 

• Teachers believe it is important to teach about the wider world, and doing so 

motivates them (Ipsos MORI, 2009b): 

o The great majority (94%) of teachers feel that schools should prepare 

pupils to deal with a fast-changing and globalised world. 

o Four in five teachers (80%) agree that thinking about how teaching 

contributes to making the world a better place motivates me to stay in 

teaching. 

• The general public agree that it is important for schools to teach about the wider 

world (Hogg, Shah, 2010). Almost nine in ten (86%) of the British public agree 

that global learning in school is crucial if global issues are to be tackled in future. 

• Forecasting experts agree. In a recent Foresight report by the government’s Chief 

Scientific Adviser Sir John Beddington (Foresight, 2011), he makes clear that if 

we are to prevent “…the capacity of the earth to produce food for humankind 

[being] compromised with grave implications for future food 

security…consideration of sustainability must be introduced to all sectors 

[including] in education…building a societal consensus for action will be key to 

modifying demand.” 

http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/adifferentview/worldissuessurvey/
http://think-global.org.uk/resources/item.asp?d=905
http://www.think-global.org.uk/resources/item.asp?d=2076
http://www.bis.gov.uk/foresight/our-work/projects/current-projects/global-food-and-farming-futures/reports-and-publications


Behaviour, attendance, attainment and 
school ethos can all be improved by 
teaching about the wider world. 

Ofsted highlights that learning about global issues such as sustainability leads to 

“more positive attitudes to learning in general, better behaviour and attendance, and 

to improved standards and achievement.” (Ofsted, 2009) 

Recent research conducted by Ipsos MORI (Hogg, Shah, 2010) highlights that 

teaching about the wider world in school: 

• encourages people to feel that they can do something about climate change, 

reducing by half the proportion of people who feel that it is pointless to take 

personal action on this issue; 

• greatly increases people’s propensity to support the UK’s role in tackling global 

poverty; 

• nurtures socially responsible, outward-looking attitudes in society, cutting in half 

the proportion of people who are uninterested in getting involved in positive social 

action; and, 

• counteracts a widespread sense of discomfort about racial and religious 

difference.  

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Education-for-sustainable-development-improving-schools-improving-lives
http://www.think-global.org.uk/resources/item.asp?d=2076


Policymakers can take specific measures that 
will give teachers the confidence and freedom 
to teach about the wider world. 

The Coalition government is rightly aiming to remove burdens from schools and give 

teachers more power as professionals. In a less prescriptive school environment, 

policymakers will need to find new ways to encourage the teaching and learning 

about global issues that parents are seeking from school education for their children. 

Research highlights that many teachers are not confident to teach about complex 

global issues (Ipsos MORI 2009b); policymakers will need to address this lack of 

confidence if teachers are to make the most of a less prescriptive environment. 

Specific measures that policymakers can take to address these issues include: 

• Designing a school curriculum that creates the space for teaching about 

the wider world. This has two aspects. First, where appropriate, the new national 

curriculum should include topics relating to global issues. Secondly, and perhaps 

more importantly, the overall national curriculum should be slimmed down and 

teachers given more freedom to develop the curriculum in their schools. This would 

enable teachers to respond to parents’ desire for a global dimension to be 

incorporated into what is taught, in order to prepare young people for life in a 

globalised world. 

• Incorporating global issues into teacher training and teacher professional 

development, including ensuring there is an ethos of teaching about the wider 

world within training schools.  

• Supporting proven programmes for teachers in this area, such as: UNICEF 

Rights Respecting Schools (www.rrsa.org.uk); Development Education Centres 

(www.globalclassrooms.co.uk); the Global Dimension website 

(www.globaldimension.org.uk); and the Schools Linking Network 

(www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk). Where there is less centralised prescription, it 

becomes more important to support programmes which allow teachers to access 

resources and share good practice. 

http://think-global.org.uk/resources/item.asp?d=905
http://www.rrsa.org.uk/
http://www.globalclassrooms.co.uk/
http://www.globaldimension.org.uk/
http://www.schoolslinkingnetwork.org.uk/


About Think Global 

Think Global is a membership based charity that works to educate and engage the UK 

public on global issues. We aim to help people in the UK learn about global issues 

such as poverty and climate change and find out how they can play a part in creating 

a more just and sustainable world.  
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